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Slowly Developing 'lU 
. b B bee is the third superintendent of the Cape Loo~out . 

N!~onal~eashore. It's his first superintendency but he ISn't 
:all that tln'illed about it, mainly because ~he Cape\ Lookout 

National Seashore doesn't exist. 
!Like most National Part Serviee ([NIPS) officials, Barbee 

will lean • like a live oak to be diplomatic, especially when ~!t~[ ~~:!a~!riark Ser,vice wtll hold a formal public hearing 

state or focal government• is involved but - like ~s When - thi~ spril!g?• .J''Possibly. Probably this spring" 
predecessors - 'he also !Prefers real parks to th0se on Barbee s,aid and a~ded wcyly: , "I ·don't feel any real sen' 
!Paper. of urgency about.it'" . • . . se 

"My neld is park management," lBartbee said. "I'm not • B~rbee is a -. Colora~o man; ~3·5, _and his last assignment 
too good at this waiting game." was at Yose~te .Nabonat Para, ,m •the west and in the 

It has been a decade since the state decided to acquire mountains where -he . likes ,to ~be. 'This is, his first duty 
the long, nor-thern leg of the Carteret County Outer Banks on the East C93st' He's been in BeaUfort 10 months. "How 
and rum it into a 24,500-aere park. But 26 parcels· of the d~ you lik_e it?"; I ,asked him. He gril)ned. "It's different. 
fand the state must acquire are s-till tied up in the courts, You can safthat." . •• • 
~arb~ said, in various states of condemnation proceedings; . , ~ -mf~ • and -three daµghters are "all skiiers and, moun

t mcluding four large parcels the-park could not exist without. , t,ameers. ". They recehtly planned a trip to North Carolina's 

(

i:. .There have been repeat~ rumors th. at the continued de1ay • mountains·. "W~ .. w~m;-~ -~fepared to _spe~d _our ~ast, dollar 
will cause the Park Sel'Vlce to close its small -office in to get some sknng • m, . !Baii~ee _said. They d1dn t have 
B~AUFOJtT until the park is nearer to b~g. But it' is any snow." • . - .. 

; 6~ ~pen and has a staff of three: Bar.bee, a ~esearch _ ~e Cape LoQkout Natiol)al Seashore, as presently env1S1oned, 
' luol?,gIS,t ~nd a secr~tary. "You don'•t like to close· one will hav~ . no roa~. It will be reac:h~d eventually from 
out, ihe sa1d. "Something could break at any time." •.. several in·atnland pomts (a~d Ocracoke) by f~rry ~oats ope:~~ed 
_ !Monday could f?liow Tuesday, too, but once the ·state by priyate .~irm~ m;der· NP~ 1!anclhise. Th~re M7ill be facilities 

:!ally gets legal btle to the 48 itniles of Portsmouth Island for swunm1~g, p1cmekmg, f1~hing and c~pmg. rtunity to do 
t d. t11t: Core 1Banks, the federal government is 'c . 'tted Bar'bee !likes ,the plan. We have an opp: t is not ex· 

!

, 0 ~c~~ ~e :filnal 10 miles (Shackleford Banks omnu something unique and innovative at ~ cos~ ·,, a 
:or ~qw.sibon and for development will have to b/ a;1d m.o~e~ cessive," he said. '"['d like to be ~ere to open 

1
t_. is ,abnost no 

I 
! ngress, propria e !He w9uld nev,er say so publiely, b,ut tber~. •c is certainlY 

·• rrhe . general concept for th . . chance !he will be. Use of the park by, the. pub~ • like ~ 
i to federal and st~te officials e ~ark has _lbe~n pr.e·~ent~ still Y. ~ s ,away. Or, as B~ee p~ts _1t, lear:ing and 
k,for tlhe Carteret County Plannin :~a ~aiibee \_Vill outline it llive oal{, ' have a [UXW'Y of . tlllle for p 
f g rd m.February. Sometime · research'.!~ 
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